A LEGACY FOR ATLANTA AND THE STATE

GREENSPACE PROGRAM EMERGES FROM CLEAN WATER LAWSUIT

I

George Lanier, former senior associate
pastor of Cascade United Methodist
Church which is adjacent to the new
Utoy Creek greenspace, speaks about
the value of this protected area to the
community and to the church.

Many have heeded Dr. Odum's recommendations and
groups such as The Nature Conservancy (TNC), Trust for
Public Land (TPL), The Conservation Fund and local land
trusts have moved aggressively over the past decade to
purchase property throughout the state and to secure
conservation easements. The Chattahoochee Land
Protection Campaign, led by TNC and TPL, has protected
140 miles of new riverfront property from Helen to
Columbus, and sparked the creation of eight new nodes
in a 6,500-acre regional state park. But only 8.6% of the
state is currently protected by public ownership, and our
most ardent advocate of greenspace protection, Dr.
Odum, died this past year.
Dr. Odum believed that cities and people must have
greenspace, or greenbelts as he called them, that would
serve as life-support systems for clean air and clean
water and wildlife habitat. He and his fellow scientists
declared, "Statewide effort is urgently needed to increase
natural area preservation, especially in the Piedmont."
From the mid-1980s to 1997, Atlanta's developed area
increased more than any other region in the country
(81.5%), while the population increased by 60%. Among
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t's been more than fifteen years since the now-famous
Kellogg Report entitled "The Georgia Landscape: A
Changing Resource" was released by Dr. Eugene P.
Odum and other scientists at the University of Georgia's
Institute of Ecology. Its clarion call was for Georgia to
permanently protect at least 20% of our state's land as
natural areas.

Greenspace along the Chattahoochee River in south Fulton County

other cities its size, Atlanta has only 7.8 acres of park and
greenspace per 1,000 residents while Dallas has 21.3, San
Diego 30.8 and Phoenix 31.5.
See

Greenspace, page 7

NO DELAY FOR MAYOR FRANKLIN IN CLEANING UP RIVERS AND STREAMS

O

n October
17, 2002,
the eve of
the 30th anniversary of the federal
Clean Water Act,
Mayor Shirley
Franklin
announced Clean
Water Atlanta, a
comprehensive
and long-term
action plan.
Stating that
growth, jobs, and Mayor Shirley Franklin
quality of life all
depend on clean water, the Mayor outlined her
aggressive new program to ensure clean drinking water for city residents and clean wastewater for downstream communities. She
emphasized Atlanta's responsibility to manage
a sewer system that works and ensures clean
waterways for future generations.

Building on the recommendations of Georgia
Tech President, Dr. Wayne Clough, and his
panel of national experts who analyzed the
combined sewer overflow issue last summer,
Mayor Franklin detailed her new plan to meet
the deadlines in the Consent Decree which settled Riverkeeper's 1995 lawsuit against the city
for violations of the Clean Water Act.
"When it comes to sewers and clean water, I'm
not interested in delay", said the Mayor.
"We've already had too much delay in Atlanta.
When it comes to sewers and clean water, I'm
not interested in short-term solutions. We've
already had too many band-aids in Atlanta.
And when it comes to sewers and clean water,
I'm not interested in the easy answers. We've
avoided the tough decisions for too long in
Atlanta. What I am interested in is creating the
cleanest streams and rivers of any large city in
America. And that is the goal of Clean Water
Atlanta. My commitment to you is to create
the cleanest urban streams and rivers in the
country within a decade."

Clean Water Atlanta focuses on five key areas:
z polluted runoff and flooding to be dealt with
through the creation of a stormwater utility
and new greenspace initiatives,
z sanitary sewer overflows (more than 1,000
per year) which will be handled through
Operation Clean Sewers,
z an intensive water quality monitoring
program, led by the U.S. Geological Survey and
overseen by a technical committee established by Riverkeeper,
z professional program implementation with
new administrative and financial directors,
and
z a "fix" for the city's long-standing combined
sewer overflow (CSO) problems which
achieves the highest water quality at the lowest cost within the shortest time possible.
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REFLECTIONS
Since November 5, 2002, the
question that I'm most frequently
asked is how the environmental
movement in Georgia is going to
fare now that Teddy Roosevelt's
party is in power at the State
Capitol. My answer---that I believe
Republican legislators are just as
concerned about the quality of
our air and water as Democratsalways seems to surprise people.
During the nine winters that Upper Chattahoochee
Riverkeeper has lobbied for river protection legislation at
the State Capitol, we have counted many Republicans
among our strongest friends, and, to be honest, some
Democrats among the weakest. Conventional wisdom
may be that Democrats are friendlier to the environment
than Republicans, but this is only accurate at federal, not
state, levels.
In 1998, state Sen. Chuck Clay (R-Cobb), led the effort to
amend the 1973 Metro River Protection Act to extend its
protective regulations for an additional 34 miles downstream from Atlanta. Senators Mike Egan, Clay Land and
Billy Ray, all Republican members of the Senate Natural
Resources Committee (unfortunately now retired), consistently ensured that legislation did not compromise
Georgia's natural resources.

State Sen. Eric Johnson (R-Savannah) led the fight
against ASR (aquifer storage and recovery), and has
championed protection of parks and sensitive lands. He
recently stated that he is "convinced that we are going to
have to start down the path of water management in the
state….with or without the governor".
In the House, Rep. Jeff Brown has been a vocal advocate
for the Chattahoochee. Recently-retired Rep. Anne
Mueller was, for almost two decades, a tireless friend for
the coastal environment. Metro Atlanta Representatives
Wendall Willard, Joe Wilkinson, and Len Walker, have
shown themselves to be good environmentalists.
Governor-elect Sonny Perdue's hometown of Bonaire is
located in the Ocmulgee River Basin, a hundred miles
downstream from metro Atlanta's sprawling growth. He
knows what a fair share of a protected resource means.
Legislation anticipated during the 2003 session will call
for the development of Georgia's first statewide water
management plan. Our Georgia Water Coalition provided
Gov-elect Perdue with its Report containing more than
two dozen policy recommendations, all flowing from the
principle that water is a public resource (see page 6). We
look forward to working with the Governor and
Legislature for a bill that is fair to all and protective of
Georgia's rivers, lakes, aquifers and estuaries.

SEVEN YEARS RUNNING---CANOE HOSTS PATRON DINNER
Our 7th Annual Patron Appreciation Dinner was held on September 26 at Canoe
Restaurant. Two hundred guests filled the riverside tent for a candlelight dinner
to honor those making a difference for our River. This year Dr. Stephen Draper
was honored with the River Guardian Award. Cathy Woolard, Atlanta City Council
President, received the River Steward Award, and Ed Martin, District Chief for the
U.S. Geological Survey, was honored with the River Monitor Award.
Thank you to event sponsors: Alston & Bird, Associated General Contractors of
America, Inc., Bob Biebel, BP Corporation, Butler, Wooten, Scherffius, Fryhofer,
Daughtery & Sullivan, LLP, Cauley Creek Water Reclamation, CH2M Hill, The
Chevron Companies, The Coca-Cola Company, Sonny Cohen, Donna & Michael
Riverkeeper Director Sally Bethea and River Guardian
Coles, Colonial Pipeline Company, Cox Enterprises, Inc., Lucy & Stephen Draper,
Dr. Stephen Draper
Ed Voyles Chrysler-Plymouth, Bert Ellis, Jane Fonda, Georgia Conservation Voters,
Georgia Power, S. Taylor Glover, Home Depot, Ivan Alan Furniture Company, John Wieland Homes and Neighborhoods, Inc.,
JST Foundation, Lawson, Davis, Pickren, & Seydel, LLP, Lee & Lee, Inc., Lord, Bissell & Brook, The Marcus Foundation, Inc.,
Newfields Companies, LLC, Plantation Pipeline Company, Post Properties, Inc., Richport Properties, Inc., Smith, Gambrell &
Russell, LLP, Turner Broadcasting System, Inc., and Turner Foundation, Inc.
Special thanks to Laurie Vance, Gary Mennie and George McKerrow for their generosity and hospitality at Canoe
Restaurant. Together, corporate and individual sponsors helped raise $81,500 for Riverkeeper!

2002 XMAS PARTY FEATURES HOOTIE AND
THE BLOWFISH!

FIVE YEARS RUNNING FOR THE
RIVER---LITERALLY!

The 8th
Annual
XMAS
Party was
held on
December
6 at The
Tabernacle
in downtown
Atlanta.
Each year Captain Planet, George McKerrow, Honorary Chair, Ginair McKerrow
this party, Co-Chair, Laura Turner Seydel, Co-chair, and Darius Rucker
the brainchild of Laura Turner Seydel, benefits The Captain
Planet Foundation, Riverkeeper, Atlanta's Children
Shelter, and Our House. The crowd enjoyed a delicious
meal catered by Canoe Restaurant and Ted's Montana
Grill, and then danced past midnight to three different
bands, including Hootie and the Blowfish!

For the fifth year, the brothers from the Phi Gamma
Delta Fraternity at Georgia Tech and the University of
Georgia ran the 74 miles from Atlanta to Athens in late
November to raise money for Riverkeeper. When interviewed for Fox 5’s Good Day Atlanta, the runners said
they had raised $3,500 from corporate and individual
sponsors to help protect Atlanta's drinking water--the
Chattahoochee. A special thanks to Doug Lee, River Run
chair, and Glen Ianucci, fraternity president, for all their
hard work on the race!

Thank you to all the corporate sponsors, such as JST
Foundation, Turner Foundation and The Coca-Cola
Company, as well as all the individual sponsors, for
making this an outstanding holiday event!
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ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING EXPLORES
PEACHTREE CREEK
Our membership meeting this year included a fascinating
program by author Dave Kaufman, whose manuscript,
Peachtree Creek Atlanta's Forgotten River, chronicles the
impact of this stream on the development of Atlanta, its
current status, and suggestions for its restoration.
Thanks to Southface Institute for hosting this year's
meeting at its facility on Pine Street in the Peachtree
Creek watershed and to Alice Pendergrass and her
daughter for helping us set up the meeting. Dave
Kaufman can be contacted at drkaufman@adelphia.net.

MERCURY STANDARD ENDANGERS
SUBSISTENCE ANGLERS

WHEN SEWAGE SPILLS OCCUR, IT'S
ESSENTIAL TO KNOW WHAT TO DO
In the spring of 2002, federal scientists taking water samples in Cobb County's Rottenwood Creek discovered raw
sewage leaking out of broken pipes behind an apartment
complex into this major tributary to the Chattahoochee.
They contacted personnel in their agency, who subsequently contacted employees with the state EPD, but,
apparently, no action was ever taken. Six months later,
the scientists were again sampling Rottenwood and found
that the sewage was still flowing into the Creek. This
time, UCR's Alice Champagne, who handles our HOTLINE
Response Program, became aware of the situation. Alice
immediately contacted the appropriate person at Cobb
County and, in less than two hours, County employees
were on the scene repairing the broken pipe. We have
found that the quickest way to deal with a water quality
problem is to go directly to the source with detailed
information---in this case, the local government. If you
live in the Chattahoochee River Basin and suspect a
sewage leak or broken pipe in your neighborhood, go to
the Report an Incident section on UCR's website at
www.chattahoochee.org.

On Patrol
GWINNETT WASTEWATER JUDICIAL
DECISION APPEALED TO SUPERIOR COURT
On October 16, 2002, Administrative Law Judge ("ALJ")
Jesse Altman upheld Gwinnett County's state permit to
discharge 40 million gallons per day of treated wastewater into Lake Lanier. UCR, along with Lake Lanier
Association, Sierra Club and Terry Hughey, challenged
the permit in December 2000 because the standards will
not adequately protect Lanier and thousands of people
that use the Lake each year. We and the other petitioners
appealed the ALJ's Order to Superior Court. It is our
position that the ALJ misinterpreted the laws designed to
protect water quality and public health. For instance,
Lanier is a "high quality" water, meaning the water quality
in Lanier is currently better than state requirements. The
law requires that the state protect this higher level. The
ALJ upheld the permit, despite the fact that the discharge
authorized by the permit will lower water quality in the
Lake. A ruling on the appeal is expected this spring.

Fulton County discharges treated sewage into the
Chattahoochee at three plants, two of which are located
in the Chattahoochee National Recreation Area. For
years, these facilities have experienced operational and
capacity problems, resulting in permit violations. Fulton
has also had sanitary sewer overflows from broken pipes
throughout its system. The County intends to increase
wastewater treatment capacity at all of its plants over the
next 5 years. UCR has been concerned that such capacity
increases, without a specific plan for system upgrades,
will lead to further water quality problems. We sent
Fulton a letter detailing our concerns and Deputy Public
Works Director Tim Equels presented their plan to
upgrade the plants prior to any expansions and to repair
2,000 miles of sewer lines that carry sewage from residential, commercial and industrial users to the plants.
Overall, we are pleased with the County’s apparent
commitment to fix its problems that have long plagued
the River. We will continue to meet with Fulton representatives to discuss their progress.

STAKEHOLDERS TO EVALUATE PROPOSED BACTERIA STANDARD

F

More than 15 years ago, the U.S.
EPA listed E. coli as the best freshwater indicator organism to protect
from gastrointestinal illness, which
occurs when contaminated water is
ingested. E. coli was chosen based
on studies that found it to exhibit a
stronger correlation to swimmingassociated gastroenteritis.
Last fall, EPD proposed using E. coli
as the indicator organism at numeric levels which could increase the
health risk for river and lake users
and will result in the removal of

Helen

Lake
Lanier
Buford
Dam

FULTON PRESENTS LONG RANGE PLAN TO
FIX BROKEN SEWER SYSTEM

HOW RISKY SHOULD IT BE TO SWIM IN GEORGIA'S RIVERS?
or 20 years, the Georgia EPD
has used fecal coliform as the
indicator organism to determine whether or not state waters
are safe for recreational use, such
as boating, swimming and fishing.
Waterways not meeting a standard
of 200/100 ml fecal coliform have
been declared to be "impaired", or
polluted, and must be cleaned up,
in accordance with federal and
state water quality laws.

Upper
Chattahoochee
Basin

some waterways from the state's
cleanup list (i.e., they would no
longer be considered polluted). In
technical terms, fewer streams
would be included on Georgia's
TMDL list.
Due to significant interest in this
issue, a decision on the bacteria
standard was delayed until a
diverse stakeholder group could
evaluate the state's proposal. The
group first met in January. While
Riverkeeper is very supportive of
the change to E. coli, we are not
comfortable with the specific levels
proposed in the draft regulations
circulated by EPD. These levels
were based on an illness risk
assessment that represents the
highest range allowed by EPA and
the highest levels used by any
other state with E. coli standards.
Despite Georgia's warm climate
and the anglers’ use of statestocked rivers like the
Chattahoochee year-round, season-

Atlanta

West
Point
Lake

al variations in the proposed reguWest Point Dam
lations would have allowed a single
E. coli sample of up to
8915/100 ml
from
November
through
April.
Currently, in
the Chattahoochee
River
National
Recreation
Area, the
Park Service
A young swimmer enjoys the Chattahoochee last summer.
uses an E. coli limit of 235/100
ml, year-round, as the standard for
river users to determine whether or
not the water is safe for recreation.
As a member of the stakeholder
group, Riverkeeper will be an active
participant in discussions about
any new bacteria standards for
Georgia's rivers, lakes and streams.
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Mercury is a toxic metal that can cause birth defects,
neurological and cardiovascular disorders and has been
found in Georgia's rivers and lakes. Last fall, the state
Environmental Protection Division (EPD) proposed a new
standard, known as a tissue residue criterion, for mercury
in fish flesh. While Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper
(UCR) supports a new mercury standard to protect
human health, we have serious concerns about the level
of mercury allowed in fish. The tissue residue criterion
proposed by EPD would allow fish in our rivers to be so
contaminated with mercury that a 154-lb adult could safely eat only 0.28 lbs of fish per week, or about 1 pound of
fish per month. Children could safely eat only about 0.28
lbs of fish per month. Surveys have shown that many
Georgians survive by eating fish in greater quantities.
UCR believes that the proposed mercury standard for fish
poses a significant human health risk and endangers
Georgia's important seafood industry. We submitted
extensive comments on the proposed mercury standard,
which was unfortunately approved in December.

River Stewardship
CLEAN WATER ACT ANNIVERSARY SPAWNS
WORKSHOPS, CLEANUPS, AND MONITORING
LEARNING HOW TO SAFELY RECREATE IN AN URBAN RIVER
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F

unded by
a $10,000
grant
from the U.S.
EPA,
Riverkeeper
sponsored a
Safe Water
Seminar in late
October at the Steve Lawrence from USGS shows seminar participants bacteria
Roswell River data on stream map.
Landing on the
Chattahoochee. Bob Zimmerman, director of Boston’s

Charles River Watershed Association, served as keynote
speaker. Other speakers included representatives from
the National Park Service, Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, U.S. Geological Survey, state agencies,
local governments and nonprofits. The focus of the
Seminar was to educate the general public about the
Riverkeeper's BacteriALERT program, how to recreate
safely in the River, and to reinforce the Chattahoochee's
recreational value to the region. Real-time estimates of
bacteria counts in the Chattahoochee River are available
on the new BacteriALERT web page at
http://ga2.er.usgs.gov/bacteria/ and at
www.chattahoochee.org

MORGAN FALLS DAM AREA BENEFITS FROM RIVERS ALIVE!

L

ast October, volunteers across the state celebrated
Rivers Alive---Georgia's month-long dedication to
cleaner rivers, streams, lakes and rivers. In honor of
Rivers Alive, Riverkeeper joined forces with EPA,
Aquascape Environmental, Fulton County, and Georgia
Power to clean up an area on the River just below
Morgan Falls Dam in Roswell. Seventy people participated in this event, collecting more than sixty large trash
bags with an estimated weight of 1,500 pounds filled with
debris! The most common items removed from the River
were tennis balls, plastic bottles, cans and glass bottles,
along with a few unusual items including 55 gallon drums,
a charcoal grill, battery jumper cables, and a 2001 Atlanta
Braves World Series autographed baseball. EPA Region IV

Deputy Regional
Administrator Stan
Meiburg "...was
amazed at the number of old tennis
balls we found
along the shore. It
was like finding the
place where tennis
balls go to die."
A cleanup participant removes trash along the banks of the
Special thanks to
Chattahoochee River
Georgia Power
employees who led volunteers on an educational tour of
Morgan Falls Dam before the cleanup.

TAKING THE PULSE OF ROTTENWOOD CREEK

O
BACTERIA CONCENTRATION, AS MOST
PROBABLE NUMBER/100 ML

n October 17, Riverkeeper partnered with the
EPA, National Park Service, state Environmental
Protection Division and USGS to conduct a water
quality monitoring event at 13 sites along Rottenwood
Creek in Cobb County. The monitoring consisted primarily of a bacterial sampling, specifically Escherichia coli (E.
coli), but also included other basic field parameters such

National Park Service E. coli standard

ROTTENWOOD CREEK SAMPLING SITES

Southwings, a non-profit air-

line that helps environmental
groups get a "birds-eye" view,
flew over the Proctor Creek
watershed in southwest Atlanta
with UCR's legal intern Angie
Sutylo, Programs Coordinator
Birgit Bolton, Kasey Sturm from
Georgia Center for the Law in the
Public Interest and Bruce Morton
from West Atlanta Watershed
Alliance. From the air, they were
able to identify several potential
industrial stormwater problems
that would have otherwise gone
undetected. For information
see: www.southwings.org.
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as pH, dissolved oxygen, major ion, nutrient and specific
conductance. Most of the chemical constituents---major
ion and nutrient concentrations---showed decreasing
concentrations in the downstream direction. Dissolved
oxygen and pH, however, increased in the downstream
direction revealing lower water quality. E. coli concentrations were fairly consistently around 1,000 to 1,200 most
probable number (MPN) of colonies per 100 ml. These
counts are three to four times greater than the standard
used by the National Park Service for body contact recreation (235 colonies/100 mL). This monitoring effort, in celebration of the 30th anniversary of the Clean Water Act,
provided a water quality snapshot of Rottenwood Creek
and the possible impact these tributaries have on the
River. (Also, see On Patrol, page 3)

Conference Highlights Riverkeeper's Stream Buffer Protection Work
Last September, the Georgia Stream Buffer Initiative hosted the first annual "Water Resources, Restoration,
Protection and Pollution Prevention" Conference at UGA
in Athens. More than 150 citizens, landowners and local,
state and federal agencies shared information and
discussed collaborative efforts. Focusing on water quality
protection, participants attended presentations on citizen
monitoring, wetlands and stream buffer protection.
Riverkeeper staffer Alice Champagne offered a presentation on our "Riparian Buffer Protection Project". Over the
past several years, we have created a tracking system to
evaluate the state's issuance of stream buffer variances
along waterways in the Chattahoochee basin. This
multi-faceted, ongoing project promotes the protection of
riparian buffer zones, evaluates impacts on stream
buffers, and develops recommendations for regulatory
improvements.

Conference participants visit Riverkeeper’s stream restoration site in Habersham County

Conference attendees also visited restoration projects
ranging from a Georgia DOT constructed wetland tour in
the Broad River watershed to Riverkeeper's Soque River
Restoration Project in Habersham County.

NEW PROGRAMS OFFERED AT
LAKE LANIER AQUATIC
LEARNING CENTER

P

rograms aboard our floating classroom, The Chota
Princess, are still in high demand with more than
25 trips conducted in recent months for approximately 850 students. This fall,
Riverkeeper's
boat captain,
Harlan
Trammell,
began his
"Captain's
Corner" sessions, helping
students learn
how to utilize
Geographical
Information
Capt. Harlan Trammell shows young students a map of Lake
Systems (GIS)
Lanier.
mapping,
Global Positioning Units (GPS) and other navigational
instruments. For example, using this equipment, students are able to detect a mountain under the Lake,
drowned in the late 1950's when the water filled in
behind Buford Dam.
Last year, we partnered with the Gainesville College
Geography Department in a new collaborative venture to
offer advanced high school level GIS classes for two high
schools, aboard The Chota Princess. The students visited
Gainesville College's GIS laboratory for an introductory
presentation on GIS software and learned how to map
the geography of Lake Lanier. Currently, Riverkeeper and
Elachee Nature Science Center are planning spring GIS
courses for students who visit The Chota Princess. The
Lake Lanier Aquatic Learning Center is a partnership
between Riverkeeper and Elachee Nature Center that
began in 2000.
For more information on programs aboard The Chota
Princess, contact Kristi Rose at 404-352-9828 ext. 17 or
krose@ucriverkeeper.org.

BASS PRO SHOPS-WHAT A LIFESAVER!

H

uge thanks to
Bass Pro Shops
for providing
new life vests at wholesale cost for The Chota
Princess. The brand
new Type III life vests
will be more comfortable for the students to
wear and allow us to
preserve the Type I
vests that are required
to be on board the
boat, according to
Students enjoy a tour on The Chota Princess in new
Coast Guard
lifejackets from Bass Pro Shops.
regulations.

SAVE THE DATE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
ALLIANCE’S ANNUAL CONFERENCE
March 21-23, 2003 in
Savannah, Georgia
Environmental Education:
Connecting Communities & Classrooms
Visit www.eealliance.org for program information.
General questions, please contact Heather Merbs, Conference Coordinator,
at 912-898-3980 or hmerbs@aol.com. Registration questions please contact Richard Osorio at 706-542-8905 or rosorio@uga.edu.

River Kids
SCHOOLS IN CHATTAHOOCHEE
HEADWATERS TO BENEFIT FROM
NATIONAL EPA GRANT

T

hanks to a national EPA grant provided to UCR, we
have initiated the Watershed Patch Project in 25
schools located in Hall,
Lumpkin, White and
Habersham Countiesthe headwaters
region of the
Chattahoochee. In
November, we
kicked off a pilot
program at the Fair
Street School in
Gainesville for 42
fourth grade students.
This exciting program includes
an introductory presentation on the Chattahoochee
River by professional presenter and experienced storyteller, Harry Werner. Once the students learn about the
program, teachers and students are provided with copies
of the Watershed Patch Project manual containing further water resources information and 20 activities for
teachers to lead with their students throughout the
school year. At the end of the school year, award certificates are presented by EPA to the students depending
upon the amount of activities accomplished. We expect
to reach more than 10,000 students with the basic
Chattahoochee Patch Program and 500 students with
monthly in-depth river education curriculum. If your
school would like to participate, contact Kristi Rose at
krose@ucriverkeeper.org or 404-352-9828 ext. 17.

FIRST OPERA FOR THE RIVER
DEBUTS IN APRIL

O

n April 7, Riverkeeper will hold a new and exciting fundraiser to support our watershed education programs. This unique evening will feature
the Atlanta Opera Studio performing Bizet's "Doctor
Miracle" at the Le Moulin Rouge Lounge at Paris on
Ponce, an extraordinary facility created by owners, Judi
and George Lee.
The lounge is like
no other in the
city of Atlanta!
The French décor
and distinctive
furniture will
keep you mesmerized throughout the night.
Paris on Ponce
The evening will
feature a wine reception, exceptional desserts and coffee
sponsored by Carrabba's Italian Grill, and an enjoyable
Opera for all ages!
Proceeds from this event will benefit Riverkeeper's
watershed education programs including the expansion
of the Watershed Patch Project, River Stewardship Trunk
Program, and Adopt-A-Stream materials for schools interested in monitoring their local waterway.
Individual tickets are $45. Corporate sponsorships are
being solicited at the $1000 and $2500 levels. For more
information about the Opera or to buy tickets, contact Erin
Gallagher at 404-352-9828 ext. 12, or egallagher@ucriverkeeper.org. Tickets may also be purchased on-line at
www.chattahoochee.org.
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GEORGIA WATER COALITION

T

he Georgia Water Coalition
(GWC) is working to ensure
that the waters of the state
continue to belong to the people of
the state. Water is part of Georgia's
treasured public heritage. It is a
shared resource. Another view says
that water is a privately owned
commodity--to be sold to the
highest bidder. Water
markets allocate
water resources to
those who can pay for
it. But, this approach
pays little regard to
water's role as natural
habitat, as a recreational
treasure, and the sustaining force behind Georgia's
farms, many of Georgia's
existing businesses and
our quality of life.
In the west, where water has
been privately owned for
years, the Colorado River no
longer flows to the sea. It simply ends in the desert. The
GWC has developed a plan for
our state that respects agricultural, business and human
needs, as well as the importance
of protecting the health of the
state's citizens and our environment. Read the GWC Report at
www.georgiawater.org.
Policy makers will consider water
management recommendations in
the Georgia Legislature. We need
your help NOW, before it's too late.
We must alert our legislators so
they know how important it is to
preserve our clean water and to
ensure its availability... today, and
in the future. To get involved:
-- Join the Georgia Water Coalition
(www.georgiawater.org)

-- Encourage your friends, co-workers and neighbors to sign the
Coalition petition (download
from www.georgiawater.org)
-- Write, call and meet with your
elected officials.

The following organizations have
endorsed the Coalition Report, as
of January 2003:
zAltamaha

Riverkeeper
zBrook Trout Limited
zCanoochee Riverkeeper
zCenter for a Sustainable Coast
zChattahoochee Riverkeeper
zChattooga Conservancy
zClean Coast
zCoastal Environmental
zOrganization of Georgia
zCoosa River Basin Initiative
zDefenders of Wild Cumberland
zEns & Outs, Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Atlanta

zAtlanta

Chapter of the Foundation
for Global Community
zFriends of the Apalachee
zGarden Club of Georgia
zGeorgia Center for Law in the
Public Interest
zGeorgia Conservancy
zGeorgia Conservation Voters
zGeorgia Council Trout Unlimited
zGeorgia Environmental
zEnforcement Project
zGeorgia Environmental
Organization
zGeorgia ForestWatch
zGeorgia Legal Watch
zGeorgia Onsite Wastewater
Association
zGeorgia Public Interest
Research Group
zGeorgia Wildlife Federation
zGeorgians for Clean Energy
zLake Allatoona Preservation
Authority
zLake Hartwell Association
zLake Oconee Property Owners'
Association
zLeague of Conservation
Voters Education Fund
zLegal Environmental
Assistance Foundation
zLong Island Creek Watershed
Preservation Association
zNational Wildlife Federation
zNickajack Watershed Alliance
zOgeechee Audubon
zPeavine Watershed Alliance
zPhysicians for a Social
Responsibility (Atlanta)
zSavannah Riverkeeper
zSierra Club, Georgia Chapter
zSouthern Environmental Law
Center
zUpper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper
zUpper Oconee Watershed Network
zVegetarian Solutions
zWest Point Lake Advisory Council
zWest Point Lake Coalition
zWilderness Society

CAPTAIN'S CORNER
Riverkeeper’s Boat Captain Harlan Trammell

CHRYSLER AUTO SHOW MUDDIES THE RIVER

SEARAY BOAT FOR SALE!

Notes from Harlan's River Patrol Diary

We are selling a 1978, 24-foot Searay Cuddycabin. It has a
sound hull with a
split windshield
above cuddy and is
built stronger than
today’s boats in the
same category. The
engine is the most
powerful available for
1978 Searay
the model and year 235 hp. 351 c.i.d Ford OMC I/O with 4 bbl. carburetor
with a top speed of 31 kts, 40 gals. fuel. As a 4-stroke
engine, it has very low emissions. The interior is in excellent condition with ice box, alcohol stove and portapotty.
It sleeps two comfortably. Original to Lake Lanier and
used only on the lake, the boat has very low hours.

December 3, 2002. "Saw some VERY FUNKY STUFF running into the River from the Six Flags parking lot in Cobb
County. There were pumps and hoses strung all around
the lot and the flow into the River was VERY turbid and
about .8 gal/sec. Looked like sewage, but had no smell.
The flow clouded the entire River a chocolate-gray for
miles, all the way down to Buzzard's Roost Island."
Based on Harlan's report, we called the Emergency
Response Team at the state EPD, who then conducted a
formal investigation of the illegal discharge. They found
that Six Flags had leased its parking lot to Chrysler for an
auto show and that earthen berms were built to display
jeeps. After the show, they removed most of the dirt with
loaders and sweepers, but decided to wash the lot off
using fire hoses, which sent the dirty water directly into
the River.
The state directed Chrysler's contractor to mechanically
remove the remainder of the dirt and install hay bales
and silt fence to control runoff. EPD then sent a Notice of
Violation to the company.
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The boat comes with a dual axle trailer and has the original paperwork. A new boat of the same style would cost
over $50,000. Our price for the Searay is only $7,500 or
O.B.O., which will be used to help support UCR's river
and lake patrol program. Call Captain Harlan Trammell at
404-352-9828 x 20 for more details or to arrange a lake trial.

GREENSPACE
Continued from page 1
Metropolitan Atlanta is making some progress, thanks
to impressive open space funding initiatives by local
governments including DeKalb County ($94 million),
Gwinnett County ($80 million), Douglas County ($20 million), and the cities of Roswell ($29 million) and Suwanee
($18 million). Initiatives of the Arthur Blank Family
Foundation within Atlanta city limits, the Georgia
Community Greenspace Program, and efforts of the
Chattahoochee Hill Country Alliance in south Fulton and
adjacent counties are also protecting natural areas, however, much more progress is needed.

Greenspace Fund Negotiated in Settlement of
Riverkeeper Lawsuit
Another greenspace program has received little fanfare,
yet it promises to be one of the most significant land
acquisition programs in Atlanta's history. As part of the
settlement of Riverkeeper's lawsuit against the city for its
long-standing violations of the federal Clean Water Act, a
supplemental environmental project (SEP)
was negotiated which
required the city to
deposit $25 million in a
fund for the purchase
of greenspace along
urban streams and
rivers by March 31,
2007.
These areas, typically
stream buffers, floodplains and wetlands
which were identified
as high priority sites
Island Ford Unit of the Chattahoochee River National
for acquisition in a
Recreation Area near Roswell
master planning
process, are to remain in a natural condition with limited
public access and minimal recreational development.
They will help protect water quality in the city's waterways for current and future generations. In accordance
with the 1998 federal Consent Decree between the city,
Riverkeeper, the U.S. EPA and the state Environmental
Protection Division, at least 15% of the acquisition funds
must be spent on lands downstream of Utoy Creek in the
Chattahoochee River Basin.

City Dollars Leveraged to Acquire 330 Acres at
Appraised Value Over $6 Million!
To date, 230 acres have been purchased with SEP funds
in nine tracts of land in the Nancy Creek, Utoy Creek,
South River, and Peachtree Creek watersheds under
Atlanta's SEP Program. The city used $1.3 million of SEP
funds to acquire the acreage, and by leveraging these
funds with other funding sources, the city has been able
to acquire an additional 100 acres for a grand total of 330
acres of protected property worth $6.35 million!
Negotiations over 160 additional properties are pending.
A SEP Advisory Committee, including two Riverkeeper
representatives, meets quarterly to evaluate the city's
progress. City Council members Clair Muller and Cleta
Winslow have been very involved in this process.
Last April, Mayor Shirley Franklin dedicated a 74-acre
tract of land adjacent to Utoy Creek and behind the
Cascade United Methodist Church on Cascade Road in
southwest Atlanta (see photo, page 1). Permanent protection of the stream buffers, floodplains, wetlands and natural vegetation on this property will protect water quality
in a major tributary to the Chattahoochee.
As the city of Atlanta moves forward to meet its costly
and long-overdue obligations to fix its chronically leaking
sewer system, we can also thank the city for doing its
part to help the state of Georgia meet Dr. Odum's visionary goal of preserving 20% of Georgia land in natural
greenspace.

LEGISLATURE SELECTS MEMBERS OF
NATURAL RESOURCE COMMITTEES
by Neill Herring, Lobbyist
The 2003 Session of the General
Assembly began on January 13, presenting Georgians with a truly new political
situation in the form of divided government. The Georgia House retains its historic Democratic majority, but the State
Senate is now Republican, and our new
Governor, Sonny Perdue, is also a
Republican. The "New Day" began rather
slowly because of these changes, and
perhaps the biggest change of all:
"House Speaker for Life" Tom Murphy
was defeated for re-election and his
successor, Rep. Terry Coleman, was
selected by a body which had 50 brandnew members, out of 180.
Late in the second day of the session,
the State Senate released lists of all new
committee chairs and membership
assignments, and the news for those of
us interested in water and the environment was pretty good. The only committee chairman returning to his old post
will be Natural Resources Chairman
Hugh Gillis, a proven friend of the
state's natural assets. Senators who are
new to both the chamber and the committee are Republicans John Bulloch
(Thomas County), and Ralph Hudgens
and Brian Kemp (both from the Athens
area). Former House members, both
Bulloch and Hudgens have shown sensitivity to environment and development
issues. As a real estate developer, Kemp
understands the challenges that his
industry presents. Also new to the
Committee, if not the Senate, are Jack
Hill (Reidsville), who became a
Republican after the November election,
and Terrell Starr, a high-seniority
Democrat from Clayton County.

Kemp of Hinesville, and longtime member Rooney Bowen of Cordele, on the
Flint River.
The House of Representatives shows
less change, but new members of the
House Natural Resources Committee
include three new female members who
are known to be pro-environment:
Debbie Buckner (Columbus), Jan Jones
(Gwinnett, Forsyth) and Debbie Sheldon
(Cobb). These three new members help
to fill the enormous gap left by the retirement of Rep. Anne Mueller (Savannah), a
long-time green advocate. The Chairman
of the Committee continues to be Bob
Hanner (Parrot), who was also a cochair, with Sen. Gillis, of the Joint Study
Committee on Water Planning, which
released a controversial report in
September. That document has now
been augmented by the more comprehensive suggestions in the Report of the
Georgia Water Coalition (see page 6).
The Natural Resources Committees are
where water legislation is subjected to
the most probing examination. The fact
that the two NR Committees may be said
to be "something old, something new" in
membership, however, makes their
actions difficult to predict.

Six members on the Senate Natural
Resources Committee represent the
Chattahoochee River Basin from districts
which lie at the top and lower ends of
the River. Carol Jackson and Casey
Cagle are the headwaters members, Dan
Lee of LaGrange is on the middle reach,
and George Hooks, Michael Meyer Von
Bremen and John Bulloch have the districts along the stretch below Columbus.
The three remaining members of the
committee here are two coastal veterans
with good environmental records, Senate
President Pro Tem Eric Johnson, Rene

HAVE EMAIL? TAKE ACTION.
JOIN THE ENVIRONMENTAL
ACTION NETWORK!
We really need your help! On several
occasions last year, anti-environmental
legislation was stopped because of the
response from GEAN activists. Your
response to GEAN alerts is crucial to
our success.
The Georgia Environmental Action
Network is a free, grassroots conservation network that will alert you by
email, about important Georgia environmental issues and connect you to
key government officials. Once you
sign up you will receive no more than
12 emails per year about crucial environmental decisions being made in the
state - decisions that affect Georgia's
water, air, parks and green spaces.
For more information and to sign-up, go
to: www.VoteEnvironment.org/ga.html

RACE THE RIVER --- JUNE 7
Mark your calendars for Back to the Chattahoochee
River Races and Festival in partnership with Rivers
Alive and the city of Roswell! Paddlers will race the
7-mile course from Holcomb Bridge to Roswell’s new city
park on the River near Highway 400, where participants
will enjoy barbecue, bluegrass and an environmental
festival.
For more information, contact Kristi Rose
(krose@ucriverkeeper.org) or Bill Crawford
(bcrawford@ucriverkeeper.org).
River CHAT
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ACTION ALERT
BUSH ADMINISTRATION ATTACKS FEDERAL CLEAN WATER ACT

M

services to watersheds, and estuaries. Wetlands filter
pollutants and provide much needed habitat to many
aquatic and terrestrial species. Headwaters streams are
the cornerstone for a healthy watershed. Waterways
that can't float a boat or provide the
background for a Kodak moment may
leave us generally unimpressed, but
they can have real significance to the
watershed as whole.

onths of rumors of an attack by the Bush
Administration on the federal Clean Water Act
(CWA) came to fruition on January 10, 2003
when the U.S. EPA and Corps of Engineers announced
final guidance and an advance rulemaking
process to narrow the definition of
"waters of the United States". This
process could leave 20 million acres of
critical wetlands, and possibly headwater
streams and other smaller water bodies,
vulnerable to polluting, dumping and filling by limiting the jurisdiction of the CWA.

What YOU Can Do
A vocal and forceful response from the
river community will deliver the message that the Administration must go
no further in its efforts to limit CWA
protections. There is a 45-day public
comment period from the date that
the Advance Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking was placed in Federal
Register (Jan. 15). Written comments
are due by March 3, 2003.

Photo by Joe Cook

The agencies claim that a 2001 Supreme
Court decision prompted these actions to
establish regulatory clarity, however,
these initiatives go well beyond the limits
that the Court established, threatening
the CWA's goals of restoring and protecting the nation's waters. Even if the agencies do not proceed with rulemaking, the
implementation of the guidance alone
could threaten "isolated" and other waters
Visit the American Rivers' website
that the CWA has long protected. The
(www.americanrivers.org) for the latest
Falls in the headwaters of the Chattahoochee River
guidance and rulemaking may result in huge
information on attempts to undermine the
additional costs to states and local communities to clean
CWA, or contact Matt Sicchio at 202-347-7550. Sample
up water pollution that will escape federal protection.
comment letters are also available at this site.
Last September, EPA and Corps officials testified before
Congress that they would use this advance rulemaking
process to review whether the CWA applies to all tributaries to navigable waters, intermittent and ephemeral
streams, man-made waterways and adjacent wetlands.

Talk with your elected officials and let them know of
your concern for our waterways. Congressional
Representatives can reaffirm the authority to protect all
our waters by sponsoring or voting for the Clean Water
Authority Restoration Act (S 2780 / HR 5194 in the last
Congress). Remind local officials that states and localities will have to pay the tab for the toxic clean-ups,
drinking water contamination, flooding, and declining
recreation value of their streams and wetlands, where
the Clean Water Act falls short.

Importance of All Waterways
In the water world, big does not necessarily equate to
better. Water bodies that are small or otherwise visually
unimpressive can provide some of the most fundamental

River Matters
West Point Lake
Annual Cleanup

February 22

(Rain date: March 1st)
Contact Dick Timmerberg at
dick.timmerberg@dicomm.net
or 706-884-5916

WPLC Bassin'
Vegetation/Habitat
Tournament

March 8

Contact Dick Timmerberg at
dick.timmerberg@dicomm.net
or 706-884-5916

WPLC 3rd Annual
Spotted Bass Fishing
Tournament
March 29
Contact Dick Timmerberg at
dick.timmerberg@dicomm.net
or 706-884-5916

Riverkeeper
River Cleanup

March 29

Please contact Kristi Rose at
krose@ucriverkeeper.org for
more information.

Opera for the River
at Le Moulin Rouge

April 7

Contact Erin Gallagher at
404-352-9828 ext. 12 or e-mail
egallagher@ucriverkeeper.org

Practice River Runs
for June 7 Races

April 12
and May 10
10-2pm. For information and to
sign-up, please contact Bill Crawford at
bcrawford@ucriverkeeper.org or
404.352.9828 ext. 14. Participants must
have own canoe or kayak.

NEW HOME FOR RIVERKEEPER!

R

iverkeeper has moved to a new office in the renovated Puritan Mill complex on Joseph Lowery
Blvd. in the Proctor Creek watershed. We would
like to thank all of our members and partners for their
patience as we continue to unpack and settle into our
new home. Most importantly, we apologize for any inconvenience you may have had in contacting us during this
time. For directions and more details about Puritan Mill,
go to: www.puritanmill.com. Come see us!

Red Light Café
Live Music

April 26
to benefit Riverkeeper and the
Chattahoochee Nature Center
Contact Erin Gallagher at
404-352-9828 ext. 12 or e-mail
egallagher@ucriverkeeper.org

Don't forget to up-date your files to reflect our new
address: 3 Puritan Mill, 916 Joseph Lowery Blvd,
Atlanta, GA 30318. Our phone and fax numbers, as well
as our e-mail addresses, remain the same.

7th Annual
River Revival at
Park Tavern
Puritan Mill
Non-Profit
Organization
US Postage Paid
Permit No. 3363
Atlanta, Georgia

Address Service Requested

May 1

Contact Erin Gallagher at
404-352-9828 ext. 12 or e-mail
egallagher@ucriverkeeper.org

Headwaters Hike

May 17
with naturalist James Sullivan
Hosted by Georgia Forest Watch
For information contact Birgit Bolton
at 404-352-9828 or e-mail
bbolton@ucriverkeeper.org

Back to the
Chattahoochee River
Races and Festival
(see page 7)

June 7

