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CHARTING A NEW COURSE ON WATER SECURITY

O

nly a few candidates for Georgia’s next governor have been willing to talk in
any detail about one of the biggest challenges to the next administration—
July 17, 2012.

This is the deadline ordered by a federal judge for Georgia, Alabama and Florida to
reach a water sharing agreement that will determine whether or not the water in
Lake Lanier can be used by metro Atlanta for water supply. It also represents the
best chance to get all parties together now to make a deal on how to manage the
water in the Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint basin for people and river health.
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In late June, at the end of the annual week-long Paddle Georgia event, the Georgia
Water Coalition hosted a water forum near Augusta. Only three of more than a
dozen gubernatorial candidates showed up.

One Year Down, Two to Go—Not Much to Show
One year has passed since the ruling by federal judge Paul Magnuson and, by most
accounts, negotiations in the decades-old tri-state water conﬂict continue to fail.
Unless we change course soon, Georgia faces a major water security crisis in less
than two years. Voters need to know where our candidates stand on this issue.
Since last July, Georgia’s leaders have pursued politically attractive alternatives
other than the serious negotiations that are needed to solve Atlanta water supply
problems in time. This inaction has left Georgia’s next governor with less than two
years to reach agreement with Alabama and Florida.
Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper (UCR) and other Georgia riverkeepers agree that
our state must stop wasting time, money, and water. We believe that we can reach a
mutually beneﬁcial water-sharing agreement and chart a new course for our water
security, if our leaders practice the new R’s: RESPECT, REVEAL and REDUCE.

A New Course to Success—Respect, Reveal and Reduce!
To date, our leaders have pitted the needs of metro Atlanta against the needs of
everyone downstream in Georgia and in other states, fostering conﬂict instead of
cooperation. Our next governor and state leaders must demonstrate RESPECT for
the needs of all downstream communities, and their right to enough clean water, a
sustainable environment and future prosperity. This includes controlling the unreturned transfer of water from
one river basin to another
through state legislation to
be passed during the 2011
session.

OLD COURSE NEW COURSE
= FAILURE
= SUCCESS
Conﬂict
Conceal
Capture

Respect
Reveal
Reduce

Our leaders have insisted
that secrecy is necessary
to achieve a negotiated
water sharing agreement,
but this strategy has failed
to produce any progress for
two decades; it has resulted
in little public accountability

Gubernatorial candidates Gen. David Poythress, Rep. Dubose Porter, and Mayor Carl Camon attended the Georgia Water
Coaltion forum on June 24; Rob Pavey of The Augusta Chronicle served as moderator.
or conﬁdence in any proposed solutions. Our next governor must REVEAL the facts
and any sticking points in the negotiations, rejecting all secrecy agreements and
engaging Georgia’s stakeholders openly and fully in the process.
Finally, our leaders are wasting time and money focusing on expensive and highlyengineered storage and piping projects that are not guaranteed to provide water
supply in time to help us meet the 2012 deadline. Our next governor must commit to
REDUCE metro Atlanta’s water demand through aggressive water and energy conservation measures, beyond the modest gestures taken by the 2010 legislature.

A Step-By-Step Guide
Two days before the ﬁrst anniversary of the Magnuson decision, UCR and other
Georgia riverkeepers held a media brieﬁng in Atlanta to outline our call for action
to the gubernatorial candidates and state leaders to embrace our three R’s. We distributed our step-by-step guide to achieve these goals which we believe will better
position Georgia to speak with one voice in the negotiations and to serve as a model
for conservation and efﬁciency.
Commitment to these steps will enable Georgia to negotiate more effectively with all
our downstream neighbors and achieve a water sharing agreement by the July 2012
deadline—including re-authorization of a portion of Lake Lanier for metro water
supply—to meet water needs not secured through conservation.
It’s time to set a new course with a new governor who is willing to change direction, admit the mistakes of the past, and embrace water solutions that are fair and
equitable for all Georgians.
See www.chattahoochee.org/tri-state-issues.php for Charting a New Course for
Georgia’s Water Security.

T

he Gulf of Mexico is home
to six licensed waterkeeper organizations that, for
the past several months, have
been grappling with the nation’s
worst man-made environmental
disaster: the explosion on BP’s
Deepwater Horizon drilling rig
and the ensuing ﬂood of petroleum into the waters that they
have sworn to protect.
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WATERKEEPERS WORK TO SAVE THE GULF

They are: Lower Mississippi Riverkeeper and Louisiana
Bayoukeeper (LA), Mobile Baykeeper (AL), Emerald
Coastkeeper and Apalachicola Riverkeeper (FL), and
Galveston Baykeeper (TX). With the help of the
Waterkeeper Alliance, made up of more than 190 sister
organizations worldwide including Upper Chattahoochee
Riverkeeper, these Gulf keepers are working together to
ﬁght this toxic assault.
Within days of the explosion, the Waterkeeper Alliance
convened a new committee of veteran Waterkeepers who
have direct experience with catastrophic oil spills. This
committee is tackling issues such as public access to
Incident Command and information, volunteer management, training, and getting legal and technical guidance
and support to the people who need it.
When BP began using millions of gallons of chemical
dispersants to break up the oil collecting on the Gulf of

Mexico’s surface, the Alliance issued
an urgent call to EPA Administrator
Lisa Jackson, demanding testing and
tracking of oil and dispersant contaminants and disclosure of the type and
nature of the chemicals. Following the
Alliance’s call, EPA ordered BP to decrease overall volume of dispersant
by 75 percent. In addition, EPA is now
conducting its own tests to determine
the least toxic, most effective dispersant available in the
volumes necessary for a crisis of this magnitude. Nevertheless, Waterkeepers are still concerned about the use
of dispersants at any level. For more information on what
the Waterkeeper Alliance is doing in response to the BP Oil
Disaster go to www.savethegulf.org.

Acting Locally
In President Obama’s June 15 address to the nation, he
spoke of America’s century-long addiction to fossil fuels,
which has resulted in the search for gas in less accessible areas like the one sought by BP, 40 miles off the coast
of Louisiana and more than 5,000 feet below sea level.
Obama called on all Americans to take action.
In response to this call, UCR has committed to starting a
teleworking program to reduce our gas consumption by
at least 500 gallons and our carbon emission by at least
10,000 lbs each year. For information on how you can start
a teleworking program go to www.cleanaircampaign.org.

Get Out!
Buford Dam to Settles Bridge
Paddle from Buford Dam to Settles Bridge
Park for a half-day adventure. The water
that passes through the dam from Lake
Lanier is cold (48°) and crystal clear, perfect
to support the southernmost trout waters
in the U.S. The ﬁve-mile trip has a few sets
of class I-II shoals to make it interesting, including Rescue Rock Rapid where a chute of
water passes between two rock faces. After
the Highway 20 bridge, the river becomes
more turbid from the streams that enter
the Chattahoochee along this stretch,
but there are several nice sand bars
to stop and stretch
your legs.
Make sure you call
770-945-1466 for
release times from
the dam; parking
is $4.00 at Buford
Dam and $3.00 at
Settles Bridge.
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Reﬂections

F

ew of the paddlers and
anglers who ﬂoat down
the Chattahoochee
today through Devil’s Race
Course and past Diving
Rock realize that but for a
man named Roger Buerki,
their view of this stunning
river section, known as the
Palisades, could have been permanently damaged by a 30-inch
sewer line.
In June 1970, just a few months after the ﬁrst Earth Day, Buerki
learned that Fulton County’s public works director Turner McDonald had set his sights on constructing a huge pipe along the
river, just a few feet above the water level, to move sewage from
a new ofﬁce park near I-285 downstream to a treatment plant.

Only Hippies Use the River
Working with other local activists, including Claude Terry
of Chattooga River and ”Deliverance” fame, Buerki, a recent
transplant from the Midwest, made a presentation to the Fulton
County Commission urging the elected ofﬁcials to evaluate less
expensive and less intrusive options to move the sewage.
Public works director McDonald responded that he saw nothing
wrong with a sewer pipe and commented: “Only hippies use the
river anyway.”
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river to construct the pipeline. When they left the meeting, the
television cameras left as well.
Then mayor of the city of Atlanta, Sam Massell, also loved the
river, often ﬂoating downstream with friends, and he agreed
to write a letter to the county asking that the proposed sewer
line be re-evaluated. A month later, the Fulton County Commission decided to study other alternatives, ultimately choosing
another waste conveyance plan including a pump station.
The river had been saved for another day and other ﬁghts.

A Birthday Party, Remembrances
In late June, we gathered to help Roger Buerki celebrate 70
years of life on this planet—and to remember his many gifts to
the river he loves and to his wife, daughters and friends. Ponytailed and wrinkled by a lifetime out of doors, our friend was
clearly surprised, even a bit embarrassed, by the party in his
honor.
I’ll always remember Roger’s gift to me, as a mentor to a young
20-something idealist who showed up at a Sierra Club meeting
in the 1970s, wanting to make a difference. He showed me how
to stay the course, how to speak for the river and how to never
give up despite the odds.
Happy Birthday Roger—thank you for the unblemished beauty
of the Chattahoochee’s Palisades, and for so much more.

Buerki and his friends spoke with passion about the beauty of
the Chattahoochee and the need to protect it from intrusions
such as the sewer line and the dynamiting of rock along the

Executive Director and Riverkeeper
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For further details on these and other UCR investigations and
actions, go to www.chattahoochee.org/on-patrol

IPHONE

APP HELPS NAIL FULTON’S
BUFFER VIOLATION

Lake
Lanier

UCR’s new iPhone App is helping with ﬁeld investigations! UCR
staffer Bonny Putney was paddling the Chattahoochee downstream of Holcomb Bridge last May when she noticed a possible
illegal encroachment into the protected 50-foot vegetated river
buffer. Using our new UCR iPhone App, she sent a photo and
GPS coordinates to our technical programs director. Further
investigation revealed that Fulton County was installing a sewer
line to the new John’s Creek sewage treatment plant within the
buffer, but had not secured approval to do so from the state or
the city of Roswell. The city issued an immediate stop-work order to the county, since state law requires local governments to
shut down any activity that is illegally occurring within a buffer.
Fulton will now be required to go through the proper permitting
process which should include ﬁnes and restoration work.

Buford
Dam

HIGH BACTERIA LEVELS IN ATLANTA’S
TANYARD CREEK
Atlanta

As part of UCR’s new Neighborhood Water Watch Program and
in partnership with the Collier Hills Civic Association (CHCA),
we are monitoring Tanyard Creek for E. coli, an indicator of
possible sewage contamination. For the past several months,
volunteers from CHCA have taken weekly samples from the
stream and delivered them to our ofﬁce for analysis. Test results
have revealed periodic high levels of E. coli in Tanyard Creek,
as it ﬂows through a city park, as well as in the discharge from
several storm drains and culverts that enter the creek upstream
of the park. In response to this information, we developed a
source tracking team in partnership with Kris Garcia in Atlanta’s
Department of Watershed Management and are conﬁdent that
we will be able to isolate and stop this contamination.

UCR LAWSUIT RESULTS IN DAM
REMOVAL AND STREAM RESTORATION

T

wo years ago, UCR discovered that developer Daniel
Hodge, and his company, DD&M Investments, had
dammed a stream and built a nine-acre amenity lake in a
new residential development called Timberland without any of
the required local, state or federal permits. Despite this gross
violation of environmental laws, the Georgia Environmental
Protection Division (EPD) attempted to issue an after-the-fact
stream buffer variance for the project in Harris County, which
impacts 1,700 linear feet of buffer and streams in the headwaters
of Upatoi Creek.
After state and federal agencies declined to take appropriate
enforcement actions, UCR sent a notice of intent to sue and subsequently ﬁled a complaint in federal court. Over the next year,
we engaged in settlement negotiations and ultimately succeeded
in securing the removal of the dam and total stream restoration. Additionally, the defendant agreed to contribute $15,000
to two water quality programs in the area spearheaded by the
Middle Chattahoochee River Stewards and the West Point Lake
Coalition, in addition to paying our attorney’s fees and litigation
expenses.
Despite several delays, the defendant was able to substantially
complete the dam removal and stream buffer and channel
restoration last spring. UCR conducted a site visit in June to
verify the quality of the restoration and are currently working
with the defendant to ensure that remaining components of the
restoration plan are successfully completed. We will continue to
conduct site visits and receive monitoring reports over the next
ﬁve years to document the success of the restoration.

ATLANTA REQUESTS EXTENSION
ON SEWER FIX

West
Point
Lake
West Point
Dam
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The city of Atlanta is requesting an extension on its massive
sewer system overhaul from the current deadline of 2014 to
2029. The improvements, which were agreed to following UCR’s
1995 lawsuit against the city for chronic sewage overﬂows, have
already cost the city more than $2 billion and stopped more
than 95% of the spill volume to date. A weak economy, drop in
water usage during the recent drought, the highest water and
sewer rates in the nation, and a high level of bond indebtedness
have placed a “high burden” on city ratepayers—jeopardizing
Atlanta’s ability to ﬁnance all of the capital improvements. UCR
is working with the U.S. EPA, which will verify that the city is
indeed in dire ﬁnancial straits and that an extension of some
duration may be warranted. A decision on the city’s request by
the federal district court judge who oversees the implementation of the consent decrees is likely sometime late this year.

UCR consultant Marcus Rubenstein inspects a portion of the restored stream on the
Timberland site.

River Stewardship
River
Matters
For more information about these and

GRAB YOUR BINOCULARS! BIRDING ALONG THE RIVER
by Tom Wilson

many other river-related events, visit
www.chattahoochee.org/calendar

A

s a nature photographer who has been strolling the
banks of the Chattahoochee River for a decade, I
have learned that our river is home to an amazing
variety of plants and animals. Especially important to me
are its birds. As the river ambles its way towards Apalachicola Bay, it is like a green ribbon of diversity offering
a vast array of birds their food, water and shelter, even in
the middle of big cities like Atlanta.

August 7
Paddle Cleanup Belton Bridge to Lula Bridge

August 14
River Discovery Series Paddle Trip
Segment 4

Within earshot of the I-285 and I-75 interchange in Cobb
County, I have witnessed the drama of courtship, mating, birth and death, not on the nightly news but during
my morning strolls. Along with many of the joggers who
pound the paths at Cochran Shoals, I have been watching
the nesting site of a family of Great Blue Herons (pictured)
for the past four years. I watched and photographed as the
parents met, built their nest, courted, mated and ﬁnally
hatched their young.

River Discovery Series Paddle Trip
Segment 5

September 24
Photos courtesy of Tom Wilson

Unfortunately, the
story may have
ended this spring
when the top of
the tree containing two nests,
with four young
each, collapsed. I
presume that the
immature birds
didn’t survive, and I don’t know if the parents did or not.
I’m saddened because I spent many hours watching and
photographing their life-cycle, but I feel privileged to have

August 28

UCR’s Patron Dinner
The Georgia Aquarium, Downtown Atlanta

September 25
National Public Lands Day

October 2
Chestatee River Paddle

been a witness to their drama.

October 23-24

If you like to walk by the river, grab your binoculars and a
good birding ﬁeld guide and throw them in the day-pack
with your water bottle the next time you head out. You
will be rewarded.

McIntosh Reserve Camping and Paddling

Photographer Tom Wilson regularly donates his time and
talent to UCR. See more of his photography at
www.tom-wilson-photography.com.

Dahlonega, GA

Hemlock Fest
November 5-7 - SAVE THE DATE!!

LAKE MONITORING PROGRAM TO SUPPORT STATE CLEANUP EFFORTS

F

rom spring to fall, UCR’s technical
programs director Jason Ulseth
collects monthly nutrient samples
at ten locations on Lake Lanier aboard
our pontoon boat, The Molly B. In
accordance with a SQAP (sampling
quality assurance plan) approved by the
Georgia EPD, we measure chlorophylla levels, which are used to determine
the amount of algal growth in the lake.
Volunteers and interns help Jason collect and process the samples, which are
then sent to the University of Georgia
laboratory for analysis.

as “impaired” by the U.S. EPA and EPD for
nutrient levels exceeding state standards.
This listing occurred after UCR brought the
water quality issue to the attention of the
government agencies, triggering the need
for a cleanup plan.
EPD is creating a model of the nutrient
sources ﬂowing into the lake from the
surrounding watershed, and we are sharing our water quality data with the state
to help check the model’s accuracy and
develop a plan to restore the lake.

Tapped Out: The Drying Up of Atlanta
is now available online at www.ucriverkeeper.org/
tapped-out.php. This UCR presentation examines the
water crisis in the Chattahoochee River watershed,
offering practical solutions for citizens, business,
people, and policy-makers.

We are also assisting EPD in this process
by convening a group of representatives
Lakes tend to collect and hold nutrients
of the local governments in the Lanier wasuch as nitrogen and phosphorus, as
tershed called the Upper Chattahoochee
they ﬂow from sources in the watershed
Basin Group to share information and
including agricultural production, muverify the data used in the model. Ultimatenicipal wastewater treatment facilities,
ly, EPD will use the model to determine
septic tanks, and lawn fertilizers. If too
what nutrient loading the lake can safely
many nutrients collect in the lake, algae
UCR volunteer Ani Popp prepares a van dorn
receive without violating state water qualsampler, which is used to collect lake samples from
may bloom and deplete oxygen levels
ity standards and causing algae blooms.
speciﬁed depths below the water surface.
in the water, which can impact ﬁsh and
That information will guide management
other aquatic life, recreational areas, and water supplies.
strategies to control pollution levels from various sources.
For more information, contact Jason Ulseth at
In 2009, UCR initiated our Lake Lanier Clean Water
julseth@uciverkeeper.org.
Campaign, working on multiple levels to protect and
restore the lake, which had been listed the year before

UCR WELCOMES SUMMER
INTERNS!

WATER STEWARDSHIP ACT: GOOD FIRST STEP, BUT MUCH MORE NEEDED

UCR has a full house of interns this summer! Marci Healy, a senior at Kennesaw
State University, is assisting the development team. Our technical programs
director has the help of Michael Meyer,
an Oglethorpe University graduate, and
Paul Shortell of Swarthmore College;
their duties include helping respond
to hotline calls, inspecting sites, and
reviewing technical pollution control
plans. Our legal intern for the summer
is Carter Thurman from Vermont Law
School, who is assisting our general
counsel. Andrew Bezek, comes to
us from the Yale Alumni Community
Service Fellowship Program and will be
starting his second year at Yale in the
fall; he has been working with our communications director and policy director. We are thrilled to have their help! If
you or someone you know are interested
in doing an internship with UCR please
visit our website for more information.

T

he 2010 Georgia Water Stewardship Act is our most
comprehensive water conservation legislation to
date. However, the water savings fall short of what
we can and must do to help ﬁll the gap left by a recent
court decision invalidating Metro Atlanta’s access to Lake
Lanier for drinking water.
According to the Governor’s Water Contingency Task
Force, assuming the court ruling stands, we could face a
shortfall of roughly 250 million gallons per day (MGD) by
2012. By comparison, according to a recent analysis by
American Rivers and UCR, the water savings generated by
the Stewardship Act is approximately 23.4 MGD by 2035.
The Act contains four required water conservation measures: (1) sub-metering, or the installation of meters on
individual units within new multi-family residential and
multi-tenant commercial buildings; (2) the use of high
efﬁciency toilets, faucets, and urinals in new buildings;
(3) prohibition of outdoor watering between 10 a.m. and 4
p.m., with some signiﬁcant exceptions (e.g., golf courses);
and (4) the installation of high efﬁciency cooling systems
in new industrial buildings.

More than 100 Million Gallons Leaked Daily
These measures are a good ﬁrst step, but most will not go
into effect until 2012, and we must do more. For example,
we need to repair our leaky infrastructure. In metro
Atlanta, 117 million gallons are lost every day to leaks and
unaccounted for uses.
We also need to adopt conservation pricing, which reduces water use by sending a price signal to the customer—charging efﬁcient households and businesses less per
gallon for water as long as they remain below a threshold,
while requiring inefﬁcient users to pay more per gallon.
And, we need to use ﬁnancial and regulatory incentives
to retroﬁt new and existing buildings with water efﬁcient
ﬁxtures and appliances. An amazing 35% decrease in water
use is possible through retroﬁts alone.
Through UCR’s No Time to Waste program, we are working with water utilities throughout metro Atlanta to adopt
these and other water savings measures. To learn more, go
to http://www.ucriverkeeper.org/no-time-to-waste.php.

UCR’s 2010 summer interns—Andrew Bezek, Carter
Thurman, Marci Healy and Paul Shortell (Michael Meyer
not pictured).
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8TH ANNUAL RIVER RACE AND FESTIVAL IS H-O-T FUN!

O

The free, family-friendly festival at Riverside Park featured live music from the
Donna Hopkins Band and the Watershed Project featuring Gareth Asher,
Tony Caporale, Emily Kate Boyd, Christopher Alan Yates, and Brian Bisky.
Other highlights of the festival
included face painting, balloon
artists and other family-friendly
activities, as well as environmental
exhibits and vendors.

n June 12, UCR, National Park
Service, City of Roswell and
Fulton County welcomed 376
paddlers, a festival crowd, and an
array of environmental exhibitors to
the 8th Annual Back to the Chattahoochee River Race and Festival.
Paddlers who wanted a competitive
race traversed a ten-mile course, while
recreational paddlers completed the
eight-mile course. Racers were greeted
at the end by UCR’s Molly B pontoon
boat offering complimentary SweetWater beer and Coca-Cola products.

Happy racers enjoying the festivities.

The annual Back to the Chattahoochee River Race and Festival
is organized by Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper, National
Park Service, Fulton County and
the city of Roswell.

Face painter

Awards were presented in all categories at the conclusion of the race and race
results can be found on our website, www.chattahoochee.org. Congratulations to
all our race winners and competitors! And special recognition and thanks go to the
Georgia Canoeing Association for providing the team to time the event.

Thank you to our sponsors!

Racers ready to take to the water.

Paddlers enjoying race-end “greeting” from the SweetWater Barge.

Photos courtesy of Kent Ruby

Presenting Sponsor: 97.1 The River; River Defender: Chevron; River Advocate:
AGL Resources, Classic Subaru of Atlanta, Half Off Depot.com / Sunday Paper,
MWH/Kahfra, Sweetwater Brewing Co., SignUp4, Whole Foods Market; River
Conservator: City of Atlanta Department of Watershed Management, Federal Home
Loan Bank, Georgia Canoeing Association, Republic Services, Tree Sound Studios,
Twin Bear Management, Upper Chattahoochee Chapter Trout Unlimited: Friend of
the River: Green Street Properties/Marthasville Development, Georgia Transmission Corporation, Nokia, UPS; River Supporter: Aquascape Environmental, Brown
& Caldwell, High Country Outﬁtters, Mitigation Management, Nantahala Outdoor
Center, REI.
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14TH RIVER REVIVAL NETS CLOSE
TO $50,000

O
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n May 13, UCR
held our annual
River Revival at
Park Tavern in Atlanta’s
Piedmont Park. Themed
Rescue Your River, Save
the Hooch, this event was
yet again a huge success
with more than 550 in attendance and raising close
to $50,000 in net proceeds.

The party, which beneﬁts
UCR’s work protecting
the Chattahoochee River,
featured live music from
Emerson Hart of Tonic.
Also performing were
some of Atlanta’s seasoned musical artists as
well as up-and-coming
Ed Roland receiving River Rock Star Award from Sally Bethea.
talent, Gareth Asher of
our “Songs for Charity
Campaign”, Michael Tolcher, Christopher Alan Yates, Jen Lowe, Brian Bisky, Will
Boos and others from our very own “Watershed Project.” Thanks to these musicians
for donating their time and talent to support UCR!
During the party, we presented our River Rock Star Award to special guest Ed
Roland of Collective Soul for his generous contribution of time and talent to raise
visibility and funds for the Chattahoochee River. River Revival also served as the
kick-off for SweetWater’s 5th annual Save the Hooch Campaign!

Thank you to our sponsors!
River Benefactor: The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Park Tavern, Rock100.5
Atlanta’s Rock Station; River Defender: Interface, SweetWater Brewing Company;
River Advocate: AGL Resources, Inc., Chevron, Cox Conserves, The Home Depot
Foundation, Newﬁelds, Inc., Southwire Company, Signup4, Turner Broadcasting System; River Conservator: Federal Home Loan Bank, Northwestern Mutual Financial
Network, Republic Services, Twin Bear Management, Weed Man Lawn Care, Wheego
Electric Cars; Friends of the River: Brown & Caldwell, Geosyntec Consultants,
R.E.M., Classic Subaru of Atlanta, Knoll, Southern Civil Engineers, Inc., Stormwater
Systems, Tree Sound Studios.
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