WATER CONSERVATION: WHY IT’S THE BEST SOLUTION

F

which, ironically, the region has received almost
continuous rain, including an historic and devastating flood. Initial responses to the court order included finding better lawyers to “fight to the death”
through the courts and overturn the decision,
building massive new reservoirs, and piping water
from great distances—in other words, taking water
from other river basins (and communities) to slake
Atlanta’s thirst.

rom the Pacific Northwest to Texas, New
York City, Boston, and Cary, North Carolina—
water starved communities are investing in
conservation and saving money, precious time and
lots of water.
As an added benefit, the saved water can stay in
local rivers to keep them healthy, support fisheries
and enhance recreational opportunities.
Using a mix of conservation measures over two
decades, Boston reduced its water consumption
by a third—to 1911 levels—avoiding the construction of a controversial $500 million dam, all while
growing its customer base by 2 million people.
New York City replaced 1.3 million old-fashioned
toilets in the mid-1990s, saving 90 million gallons
of water per day and more than $200 million by
deferring expansion of infrastructure.

It appears now that cooler heads are beginning
to prevail, as reality has set in. We simply cannot
afford unending legal bills for appeals that Georgia
is bound to lose, to say nothing of the billions of
dollars it will cost for highly-engineered, politicallycharged water supply projects.
UCR members and others marched in support of conservation in January 2009.

Seattle uses less water today than it used in the early 1960s, even though its population has grown by more than 60%—again, thanks to a major investment in conservation programs.
Closer to home, Cobb County maintained the same level of water consumption from
2003-2008 through efficiency, despite a 10% increase in service population; DeKalb
County also has conservation successes to report (see page 3).

Potential in Metro Atlanta
By improving how we use and manage water, we can tap a brand new supply source.
In metro Atlanta, we could “find” enough water through conservation and efficiency—in permanent, year-round savings—to supply an additional million people,
according to American Rivers’ Hidden Reservoir report. This report shows that not
only could we save 130-210 million gallons of water day in metro Atlanta through
conservation, but we could also save between $300 million and $700 million by pursuing new water supply through conservation, as compared to damming rivers. (For
more details see www.americanrivers.org/library/reports-publications.)
But, there’s a catch. Our elected officials and community leaders must want to
conserve, not just give lip service to the concept, but commit themselves (and the
rest of us) to an aggressive program. We must set a water saving goal, as other cities
have done, and figure out a way to get there through incentives and mandates.

The Water Contingency Task Force, a group convened last fall by Governor Perdue, released a
report in December that emphasizes the need for Congressional reauthorization of
Lanier for supply and more conservation—common sense solutions also advocated
by the Georgia Water Coalition (GWC). Task Force recommendations call for voluntary conservation measures. However, mandates are essential to reach the potential
savings in Atlanta that have been found in other communities.
While conservation and reallocation are the only options that help us meet the
judge’s 2012 deadline, the Task Force still remains focused on building and expanding reservoirs, interbasin transfers, and storing water underground. The GWC
continues to point out that these “solutions” are not available until at least 2020 and
come with an astronomical price tag.

Will the Legislature Lead or Duck Again?
During the past three sessions, Georgia’s state legislature has ducked the issue of
water conservation, refusing to help our region with tax credits, matching grant programs, and mandatory reductions in indoor and outdoor water use, despite continuing severe droughts.
With the Magnuson decision, our legislature has no choice but to lead—for the
future prosperity of the region and to show our downstream neighbors that we are
serious about getting our “water house” in order in metro Atlanta.
Here are examples of conservation bills that we hope will pass in the 2010 session:
•
•
•
•
•

Post-Magnuson, What Have We Done?
It’s been six months since Judge Paul Magnuson delivered his stunning order
declaring Lake Lanier off-limits for water supply and giving the region three years
to resolve the 20-year old water war with Alabama and Florida—half a year during

Require individual water meters in new multi-family developments
Require high-efficiency toilet retrofits by local governments
Provide funds to match local investments in leak repair programs
Ban daytime outdoor watering
Require conservation rates by all utilities and help fund rate design programs.

For more information on how to stay informed this legislative session, see page 4.

NO TIME TO WASTE CAMPAIGN LAUNCHES!

R

ecognizing that traditional
water conservation efforts
alone cannot achieve a sustainable future for our watershed,
Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper
has developed a “No Time to
Waste” Community Water Campaign—a multi-faceted, solutionsbased outreach program.
Thanks to a grant from RBC Bank
(USA) and local donors, UCR has
been working with eight leading city and county governments in metro Atlanta to document their conservation
and sustainability successes and identify opportunities
for building upon and sharing those successes with others in the region. We will generate a report in 2010 that
explores the success stories and any impediments to
greater success; this document will be available on our
website and distributed to the media and government
and business leaders through meetings and workshops.
We believe that the quickest and best results in permanent water savings can be achieved by working at the
local level with water professionals, elected officials
and citizens.

Tapped Out Presentations to Continue in 2010
Over the past year and a half, UCR has shown Tapped
Out, a 15-minute PowerPoint, to more than 3,000 people

throughout the watershed; the
presentation explores the causes
of north Georgia’s water crisis and
offers a three-prong approach for a
sustainable future—water efficiency, energy efficiency and sustainable land use practices. Given the
overwhelmingly positive response,
we plan to make the presentation
available on our website in the
near future. We are developing
new materials and resources in addition to our No Time
to Waste brochure.
We also plan to expand our highly successful rain
harvesting program, working with The Coca-Cola Company, local governments and community groups to host
rain barrel workshops where participants learn how to
build and install their barrels which are constructed
from recycled Coke syrup drums.
If we are successful with pending grant requests, we will
develop “Fix It Yourself” workshops, working with home
improvement, gardening and other local businesses to
educate homeowners on ways to implement cost-effective water savings through water and energy efficiency
and outdoor landscaping.
For more on the No Time to Waste Campaign, go to www.
chattahoochee.org/notimetowaste.

Get Out!
Morgan Falls Lake
Want to paddle in metro Atlanta without shuttling your canoe or kayak? Start at Roswell’s
Azalea Park just south of the Highway 9
Bridge and explore Morgan Falls Lake. You
might want to call for scheduled releases
from Buford Dam: (770) 945-1466. If the water
has been released that day, your return trip
upstream could be a work out. A roundtrip
paddle to Morgan Falls Dam and back is about
8 miles. Or take a 5 mile roundtrip journey
to Cedar Cliffs (on the left as you go downstream). This rock outcrop is a good place to
stop for lunch and explore. Parking and
restrooms are
available at
Azalea Park.
Thanks to Bill Crawford,
UCR’s Business Manager, for
this “Get Out!” submission. If
you have a favorite trail outing or
paddle trip to share with other UCR
members, contact Mary O. Harrison
at mharrsion@ucriverkeeper.org.

S TA FF
Sally Bethea | Executive Director and Riverkeeper
Tammy Bates | Events and Outreach Director
Juliet Cohen | General Counsel
Christina Cooper | Office Manager
Bill Crawford | Business Manager
Mary Olivia Harrison | Communications Director
Laura Hartt | Policy Director
Becca Klein | Development Director
Mary Manson | Receptionist
Bonny Putney | Headwaters Outreach Coordinator
Jason Ulseth | Technical Programs Director
B O A R D O F DI
D IR
R E CTO
CT O R
RSS
Dave Kirkpatrick
Sonny Cohen
Jim McCaffrey
Denise Donahue
Steve O’Day
Dionne Driscoll
Audrey Peterman
Gary Gaines
Jamie Pryor
Billy Hall
David Shaffer
Richard Jacobson
Ben Jordan
J. Rutherford Seydel II, Chair
Our mission is to advocate and secure the protection
and stewardship of the Chattahoochee River, its
tributaries and watershed.
GAINESVILLE OFFICE
615 F Oak Street
Suite 1000
Gainesville, GA 30501
770-531-1064

ATLANTA OFFICE
3 Puritan Mill
916 Joseph Lowery Blvd.
Atlanta, GA 30318
404-352-9828

www.chattahoochee.org
www.getthedirtout.org

Reflections

I

Coats and jackets came off as we struggled to dig and pull the
heavy debris from the stream and an adjacent area that the
community hopes will be a pocket-size park one day.

We had a stream cleanup scheduled, this one on a small tributary to Proctor Creek in northwest Atlanta, not far from the
street where 92-year old Kathryn Johnston was killed by undercover police officers three years ago.

Same City, Two Streams, Different Views

t was a cold, bone-chilling Saturday morning in early December. Snow was predicted, but I crawled out of my warm bed
and dressed for the weather—and for getting dirty and wet.

Our partners in this project, our third cleanup in the urban
Proctor Creek watershed in a year, were West Atlanta Watershed Alliance and the English Avenue/Vine City Community
Improvement Association—two organizations that have been
working hard to clean up neighborhoods and the environment
to bring pride and hope to areas emerging from years of blight.

Roofing Shingles
The mounds of asphalt roofing shingles along the stream bank
really made me mad. They were heavy and wet and hard to get
into our trash bags, so were the piles of old carpet. It was backbreaking work.

I don’t remember ever seeing any trash in the stream behind the
house that I grew up in north Atlanta; instead, there were crayfish, minnows and snakes. It simply never would have occurred
to me to throw something I didn’t want into my creek.
But what if I had grown up in a neighborhood where the streams
were always filled with trash and where the adults told children
not to play in the “filthy” creek?
My view of the waterways that crisscross our city would certainly have been different, just like that of the 15-year old boy
who lives near the site of our stream cleanup. I told him that
once we got the trash out of the stream, it could be a great place
for kids to play. He shuddered and said he didn’t think so.
Even with the trash out of this
little stream, we still have a lot of
work to do. One day its neighbors will view it as a community
asset, a place to take care of, a
place to skip a rock, or break the
ice on a winter day.

I could just imagine the contractors who didn’t want to trouble
themselves by hauling the construction waste to the landfill and
decided to dump it all into the nearby creek—on top of trash
that had obviously been accumulating there for decades.
Along with the shingles and carpet, a dozen volunteers removed
two kitchen sinks; an old gas space heater; shopping carts;
furniture; a child’s bike; glass bottles; plastic of every description; and almost enough parts to build a car (tires, a gas tank,
fenders, etc.).

Executive Director and Riverkeeper

Helen

On Patrol

Upper
Chattahoochee
Basin

For further details on these and other UCR investigations and
actions, go to www.chattahoochee.org/on-patrol

POULTRY FACILITY A PROBLEM FOR
FLAT CREEK?

Lake
Lanier

In July, we received a Hotline call about a fish kill in Gainesville’s
Flat Creek. We immediately notified the state Wildlife Resources
Division (WRD), which found 137 dead fish (Sunfish and Golden
Shiners), but could not definitively determine the cause. The
Georgia EPD was also notified and conducted an investigation,
during which they noted “a grey sludge and putrescent floating debris/foam” entering Flat Creek through storm drains from
the Pilgrim’s Pride Poultry Processing Plant. A review of the
facility’s records revealed a history of problems with polluted
stormwater runoff. While EPD was not able to definitively link
the Flat Creek fish kill to the Pilgrim’s Pride facility, they issued a
notice of violation to the company for water quality. UCR will be
monitoring Flat Creek and this facility closely in the future.

Buford
Dam

UTILITIES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS
ADDRESS LANIER POLLUTION
Atlanta

Last year, UCR organized two meetings of the Upper Chattahoochee Basin Group (UCBG), a coalition of cities, counties,
and water and sewer utilities surrounding Lake Lanier, to learn
about the state’s progress in developing a cleanup plan for
the lake. Lanier was officially labeled “impaired” in 2008, after
UCR reported that data showed the lake was not meeting the
water quality standard for chlorophyll a, an indicator of excess
nutrients which can cause algal blooms and fish kills. A Total
Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) plan must be developed for Lanier.
EPD has been collecting data and developing watershed and
lake models that will be used to determine what changes to land
use practices and discharge limits for wastewater plants are
needed to bring the lake into compliance with state standards.
We expect more progress to be made in 2010.

UCR LAUNCHES NEW BACTERIA
MONITORING PROGRAM!
UCR is proud to announce our newest monitoring program: Get
the Bacteria Out of Metro Streams! Our goal is to improve water
quality in urban streams and protect human health in the surrounding communities. Many of the streams flowing through
metro Atlanta neighborhoods and into the Chattahoochee River
are polluted with high levels of bacteria due to cracked and
overflowing sewers, failing septic systems, and urban runoff.
While the settlement of UCR’s 1995 lawsuit against the city of
Atlanta will resolve the major sewer overflow problems, there is
still a need to investigate hot spot areas of contamination in the
city and other jurisdictions and work with local governments
and neighborhood leaders to stop this public health threat and
restore our streams.

New Lab Equipment
With the assistance of generous support from two local foundations, we were able to purchase Idexx total coliform and E.
coli testing lab equipment. Fecal coliform bacteria, including E.
coli, are a group of bacteria that inhabit the intestinal tract of
warm-blooded animals. The presence of fecal coliform bacteria
in water indicates fecal contamination of the water by a warmblooded animal and harmful bacteria associated with fecal
contamination may also be present. Elevated bacteria levels are
a common indicator of sewage leaks and spills into waterways
and the data can indicate the number and type of pathogens
present in the water.
This state-of-the-art lab equipment is EPA-approved and will
prove to be an invaluable tool for UCR to respond to Hotline
calls and identify sources of sewage contamination. Thank you
to our generous donors for making this program possible!

HORSE STABLE CONSTRUCTION IN SOUTH
FULTON NOT EXEMPT

West
Point
Lake
West Point
Dam
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UCR received information regarding possible erosion control
violations on a site near the Chattahoochee River in South
Fulton County from a Hotline caller who said that land disturbing activity on a large site was sending muddy water into nearby
streams and the river. Subsequently, we learned that the property owner, Carl Bouckaert, was claiming an agricultural exemption to water quality regulations because the disturbance was
for the construction of competitive horse stables. We surveyed
and photographed the 35-acre site from the air, thanks to the
aviation nonprofit SouthWings, and were able to convince the
local government that the site should be held accountable under existing water quality regulations. Fulton County eventually
issued a stop-work order on the site requiring proper permitting
and corrective actions. We will continue to closely monitor the
permitting and stabilization of this site.

Technical Programs Director Jason Ulseth uses UCR’s new lab equipment to test a
water sample for E.coli bacteria.

River Stewardship
River
Matters
For more information about these and

DEKALB COUNTY SETS BAR FOR WATER CONSERVATION

A

and a goal to further reduce that
water loss by 2% every year. At
this rate, the county is poised to
surpass the industry standard of
10%, set by the American Water
Works Association.

s the water manager for
DeKalb County, one of the
largest, most populous counties in metro Atlanta, Dr. Francis
Kung’u takes his job very seriously.
So much so in fact, that his county
is a role model for what the metro
region can and should do to ensure
we have enough clean water for ourselves and future generations.

Photo Courtesy of Dekalb County

Having grown up in Kenya where
water is often scarce, Dr. Kung’u
is well aware of the importance of
conserving water in order to secure
a sustainable future. Fortunately,
he’s a man of action, and his county’s
actions speak volumes, literally. Over
the past two years, DeKalb County
has issued more than 5,000 toilet rebates, translating to nearly 11 million
gallons of water saved each month.

many other river-related events, visit
www.chattahoochee.org/calendar

February 19-20
Georgia River Network Annual Conference
Jekyll Island

February 20

Currently, DeKalb County is
exploring the feasibility of reuse
as a means of reducing water loss
stemming from what is essentially
an interbasin transfer of water
from the Chattahoochee River
(which supplies all of DeKalb’s water) to the Ocmulgee River Basin
(which receives roughly half of
DeKalb’s wastewater discharges).

Winter Owl Prowl
Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area

March 7
Wild & Scenic Environmental Film Festival
Tara Theater, Atlanta

March 6
Georgia Adopt-A-Stream Workshop
Marietta

Putting it altogether, DeKalb saved
4.2 billion gallons of water in 2008
through conservation measures,
a 14% reduction from 2007 levels
Dr. Francis Kung’u on-site at the Flowers Road leak repair project.
and equal to 65 days worth of supply for the county. Led by Francis
Saving Water, Saving Money
Kung’u, this metro county is proving what UCR and others
In early 2008, DeKalb County was the first in the state, and
already know—water conservation is cost-effective. Basic
perhaps the nation, to enact a retrofit on resale ordinance.
efficiency measures cost less than $250 per 1000 gallons
This ordinance requires anyone establishing a new water
saved. By contrast, a new water supply reservoir can cost
account with the county (as occurs when a new homeownas much as $4000 for 1000 gallons stored.
er takes up residence) to upgrade their plumbing fixtures
In fact, the 15-county metro Atlanta area can save as much
to efficient models first. Initial opposition has since been
as 210 million gallons of water per day through proven,
offset by letters from ordinary citizens thanking the counlow-cost conservation measures, according to national
ty for the measure which not only has saved water, but
organization American Rivers’ report (see cover story).
more importantly, has saved customers money on their
water bills and pays for itself within a year in most cases.
For more information about DeKalb’s conservation programs, see: www.dekalbwatershed.com/conservation.html
DeKalb also has taken an aggressive stance on repairing
system leaks, with unaccounted for water now at 12%

March 19-20
Environmental Education Annual Conference
Kennesaw State University

March 22
World Water Day

March 25-26
Georgia Adopt-A-Stream Workshop
Elachee Nature Science Center

April 10
UCR Paddle Trip
Paces Mill to Nickajack Creek

April 22
Earth Day!

April 17-18
SweetWater 420 Festival
Candler Park, Atlanta

CHATTAHOOCHEE: A CURIOUS RIVER FLOAT

Save the Dates:
May 13 – River Revival
June 12 – Back to the Chattahoochee River
Race & Festival
June 19-25 - GRN’s Paddle Georgia
June 26 – River Discovery Series Begins!
September 22 – Patron Dinner

O

n the day I was to begin paddling the entire Chattahoochee River, I watched the brown, foaming
river rise ten feet. It carried full trees ripped from
Appalachian Mountain roots. It carried plastic bottles,
shoes, soccer balls, decks, and trailers. Then it carried
me, from Sautee Creek south of Helen, Georgia to Apalachicola Bay, Florida where it disappears.
That late September flood inflicted tragic damage. But
any press is good press. The deluge also turned people’s
David Hanson during his river trip in November 2009.
eyes to one of the most underappreciated and important
rivers in the country, underappreciated as a rich cultural and ecological connection between mountain, city, farm, and ocean.
And perhaps the country’s most important river because decisions in the next two years regarding the ‘Hooch’s usage and
“ownership” could set national precedents.

Photo credit: Michael Hanson

Writer David Hanson paddled down the Chattahoochee
River in the Fall of 2009. UCR loaned Hanson a canoe
to carry him downstream and UCR Board member Gary
Gaines joined in for part of the trip. His journey is chronicled in his blog at http://chattahoochee.wordpress.com.
Here’s a taste of his adventure:

HEADWATERS ADVISORY
COMMITTEE

Photo credit: David Hanson

I’m so grateful to the river for letting me travel with it. It’s out there this very minute, flowing down a wild, curious seam of our
everyday hustle. It’s a good time to take a look.

VOLUNTEERS PERFORM MASSIVE WEST POINT LAKE CLEANUP

M

UCR staff tackled a cove filled with everything you can
imagine—plastic and glass bottles, tennis balls, tires,
shoes, and even a bowling ball—all amid Styrofoam-riddled dirt, tree limbs, and leaves. Our “Trash Queen,” Bonny Putney, declared that it was one of the worst examples
of shoreline trash she’s ever seen. “The shear volume of
stuff in a square foot area was unbelievable,” said Bonny.

Photo courtesy of West Point Lake Coalition

ore than 400 volunteers, including several UCR
staff members, gathered for the annual West
Point Lake cleanup on a beautiful Saturday last
November. Located in Troup County, the lake collects a
heavy dose of debris from its neighbors upstream in metro
Atlanta; September’s historic floods made matters worse.

Hundreds of volunteers joined forces to clean up West Point Lake last November.

The event, organized by the West Point Lake Coalition
and the Corps of Engineers, included a recycling effort. In
addition to the 750 bags of trash filled by volunteers during a single morning, there were also 500 bags of recyclable plastic, 200 bags of trash, and 35 bags of aluminum.
Despite the great effort put forth by the volunteers, there
were still fragments of plastic, Styrofoam and other trash
under our feet as we left the shore to enjoy much-appreciated pizza and stretch out our tired muscles.
If you would like to help clean our Chattahoochee waterways, become a UCR volunteer at www.ucriverkeeper.org/
volunteer.php. Individuals or groups who want to volunteer
to continue the West Point Lake cleanup effort can call Park
Ranger Steven Rector at (706) 645-2937.

Our Headwaters Advisory Committee
is gearing up for 2010 with some new
participants and plans to give river
issues and UCR more visibility in the
1000-square mile watershed that drains
into Lake Lanier. The committee is made
up of citizens, representatives of other
environmental groups, local businesses
and government agencies, in addition to
several UCR board and staff members,
including UCR Board member Gary
Gaines (pictured paddling above). A
recent meeting included an overview
of current outreach, monitoring and
legal work being conducted in the area.
For information on getting involved,
contact Bonny Putney, UCR’s Headwaters
Outreach Coordinator at 404-216-9351 or
bpputney@bellsouth.net.
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WATER ON THE AGENDA AT THE STATE CAPITOL
Threats to Smart Water Management

T

hree events that occurred in
the past year have pushed water to the top of the legislative
agenda for the 2010 session:

Two bills continue to threaten sustainable water management. During the 2008
session, the General Assembly passed HB 1281, which prohibits cities and counties from applying outdoor watering restrictions that are more stringent than those
required by the state without first getting approval from EPD. Because this law
takes away an important tool for our local governments to use in safeguarding our
water supplies, our goal is to make certain it expires as planned in July 2010.

Photo courtesy of Georgia Conservation Voters

• the three-year drought that ended
last summer,
• the federal court ruling and 2012
deadline for Atlanta’s use of Lake
Lanier for water supply, and
• the historic flooding in the metro
area last fall.
Water issues were supposed to have
been resolved by the legislature in
2008, when it passed a bill to create a
statewide comprehensive water plan.
That effort largely has been left behind
by the above events and the sudden
resignation last October of Dr. Carol
Couch, the water plan’s architect and
director of the Georgia EPD.
Georgia’s state capitol

The 2010 General Assembly must now
return to water issues and the possible options are many and varied—
from water conservation measures, to regulation of the piping of water from one
river basin to another, to new interstate water compacts.

We also will be working to defeat a proposed amendment to the state’s local government Service Delivery Act (SDA), introduced last year as HB 406. The SDA is an
important law that ensures that public services, such as water, sewer, health and
safety, are provided to taxpayers in an efficient manner. Developer lobbyists are
working with cities in south Fulton County to amend the SDA. Essentially, the developers want to allow the cities to bypass the SDA requirement in order to receive
state permits and funding for water projects. If HB 406 passes, it will make it much
easier for developers to dam our waterways for subdivision lakes masquerading as
water supply reservoirs.

Interstate Compact Legislation?
Last summer’s federal court ruling finally prompted the Governors of Florida,
Alabama and Georgia to meet, although it took them until December to do so.
Subsequently, they said that the states’ legislatures, and Congress, hope to enact
new interstate compacts in 2010 to allocate the water of the Apalachicola-FlintChattahoochee (ACF) River Basin. UCR was very involved in the adoption of the
first pair of compacts in 1997, and will be scrutinizing any new compacts presented
to the state legislature this year.

Sub-Metering, One Supply Solution
Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper continues to offer solutions to the region’s
water supply problem, emphasizing water conservation and efficiency (see cover
story). An example of a conservation bill is HB 158 which would require new multifamily residential construction to install individual meters for each unit, a practice
called “sub-metering”.
Currently, multi-family residential properties have one meter, and property managers split the utility bill among all tenants without regard to actual water usage.
Consequently, tenants have no incentive to fix leaks or reduce water consumption.
Case studies show that, if implemented aggressively either through mandates or
incentive programs, sub-metering will achieve predictable and guaranteed water
savings in the millions of gallons. The sub-metering bill passed the House last year,
but must pass the Senate in 2010 to become law.

HOW TO STAY INFORMED DURING THE 2010 SESSION
Informed and active citizens can help make the difference between success
and failure at the Capitol.

Get involved!
• Sign up to receive the UCR RiverFLASH eNews, a twice monthly email
news messages at www.chattahoochee.org
• Sign up to receive email action alerts from Georgia Environmental Action
Network at www.protectgeorgia.net
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Join UCR, Georgia River Network
and Georgia ForestWatch as we
bring you the best of the Wild & Scenic Environmental Film Festival on
Tour on Sunday, March 7, at the Tara Theater in Atlanta. Doors open
at 1:00 pm, and the total three-hour program (with one planned intermission) begins at 2:00 pm. Visit www.chattahoochee.org for more
information and to purchase tickets (available starting Feb 3).

Looking for an easy way to contribute to UCR’s river protection
programs? Consider joining our monthly giving program!
You can help us support our water monitoring, hotline, floating
classroom, and policy programs by designating a set donation to be
deducted from your credit card each month.
Each donation goes a long way. For example, your monthly gift of:
• $10 - allows for analysis of a water sample for bacteria
• $25 - supports one student on board our floating classroom
• $50 - supports one river patrol
Contact Becca Klein TODAY at 404-352-9828 x19 to join our Water
Smart Monthly Giving Program.
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